24 June 2021
Dr Claire Blizard
Chair
Confederation of Postgraduate Medical Education Councils
Email: claire.blizard@health.nsw.gov.au

Dear Dr Blizard
2021 intern requirements
As you know, last year the Medical Board of Australia (the Board) relaxed the requirements
for interns completing internships in 2020, as part of a suite of measures in response to the
likely workforce pressures created by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Board has decided to extend some flexibility for 2021 interns who have had their rotations
interrupted directly as a result of COVID-19 related outbreaks and lockdowns. This cohort
includes a small number of interns who started their intern year in November or December of
2020.
The Board expects that interns will complete 47 weeks accredited service and will complete
the required time in each core rotation, unless they have taken genuine COVID-19 related
leave to isolate or because they have COVID-19 symptoms.
The following intern requirements apply for 2021 interns (including those who commenced in
November-December 2020):
1. Interns who have had to take genuine COVID-related leave must complete:
a.

at least 40 weeks full-time equivalent supervised service (a reduction of up to seven
weeks from the standard 47 weeks required)

b.

all accredited core terms, but each term length can be reduced by no more than two
weeks if COVID-related leave was taken during that term

c.

a minimum term of:
•

eight weeks in surgery

•

eight weeks in medicine

•

six weeks in emergency medical care and

•

a range of other approved terms to make up a minimum of 40 weeks full-time
equivalent service

The intern will need to explain the reasons for the shortfall when the period of supervised
practice has been less than 47 weeks, but at least 40.
2. Interns who have not taken COVID-related leave must meet the requirements in the
registration standard Granting general registration as a medical practitioner to Australian
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and New Zealand medical graduates on completion of intern training. Interns must
complete:
a.

at least 47 weeks full-time equivalent service

b.

all accredited core terms with a minimum of:
•

ten weeks in surgery

•

ten weeks in medicine

•

eight weeks in emergency medical care and

•

a range of other approved terms to make up a minimum of 47 weeks full-time
equivalent service.

There are different arrangements in place for 2020 interns, including those who commenced
their internship in a mid-year intake in 2020. These can be found in the Board’s March 2020
COVID-19 announcement.
For the purpose of granting general registration at the end of the intern year, the Board will
continue to accept a report from the Director of Medical Services, Director of Training or
another person authorised to sign off intern reports which confirms that each intern has
performed satisfactorily during the intern year. The revised certificate of completion form for
2021 interns will be published on the Board’s website in early July.
If you need further information, please contact me at joanne.katsoris@ahpra.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

Dr Joanne Katsoris
Executive Officer, Medical
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency
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